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Cochlear experiments 

The testing of the 16 cats involves lead wires 
"tied with Dacron mesh to the skull through 
two holes" and a stimulator attached 
"subcutaneous on the back near the spine". 

Human "operators" are warned in the 
documentation "to maintain at least one metre 
distance" from the "operating device ... 
because of the quite strong magnetic field 
generated by the coils". 
 

Source: Sam De Brito, Sydney Morning Herald, 3/8/2015 4 



The ozsheba blog 

•As a shareholder, I often wonder 
whether and in what ways companies 
make use of animals.  

•Are animals treated in an ethical way?  

•Are there alternatives to using animals 
for the benefit of humans?  

•Are companies that use animals 
making an effort to develop or use 
alternatives? 
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The ozsheba blog 
1. Survey of 117 ASX listed companies in 

the industry sectors Pharmaceuticals, 
Biotechnology & Life Sciences, Health 
Care Equipment & Services, and 
Household & Personal Products (Jan to 
Nov 2014) 

2. Survey of 30 companies in the industry 
sector Food, Beverage & Tobacco  (Aug & 
Sep 2015) 

3. Supermarkets’ animal welfare supply 
chain policies 
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1. Pharma & biotech companies 
• 117 companies contacted 

• 3 questions: 
• Does your company conduct or commission research that 

involves animals? 

• If so, to what extent does your company adhere to the 3R’s 
principle (reduction, refinement and replacement)? 

• Does your company allocate any funding toward the development 
and validation of non-animal research methods? 

• 39 responded 

• 22 advised that they do not – directly or indirectly – use 
animals as part of their research for the benefit of 
humans. 

• 9 companies wrote that they invest in the development 
of alternatives to animal research. 7 



Animal Ethics Committees 
• The use of animals in research and teaching is governed 

by a (voluntary) code of practice: National Health and 
Medical Research Council. (2013). Australian code for the 
care and use of animals for scientific purposes. 8th 
Edition 2013.  

• AECs approve research projects involving live animals 
• Self-regulation, but state legislation refers to the Code 

(the states/territories provide the licenses for animal 
research). 

• The Code allows acts against animals which, if committed 
by an ordinary person outside a research institution, 
would be regarded as offences under animal cruelty 
legislation. 

• 3Rs: Reduction, Replacement, Refinement (minimising 
impact). 

• AEC minutes, reports etc. are not publicly available. 
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Therapeutic Goods Administration  

• The TGA is responsible for regulating 
medicines and medical devices. 
 

• There is no overall requirement for testing 
on animals, but … 
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Australian Regulatory Guidelines for Biologicals 
Appendix 2 – Guidelines on Class 3 Biological dossier 
requirements 

 “Prior to initiation of clinical trials, it is essential to gain 
an understanding of the biological dynamics/ kinetics and 
toxicology of a biological with in vitro testing as well as 
through animal studies. These studies will provide in-depth fundamental 
biological, pharmacological and toxicological information concerning the biological 
for human-based clinical trials. The objectives of the non-clinical studies are to 
demonstrate proof-of-principle, define the biological dynamics/kinetics and 
toxicological effects predictive of the human response, not only prior to initiation 
of clinical trials, but also throughout clinical development and application. The 
goals of these studies include the following: 
• To provide information on dose-response relationship 
• To provide information to select safe doses for clinical trials 
• To provide information to support the route of administration and the 

application schedule 
• To provide information to support the duration of exposure and the duration of 

the follow-up time to detect adverse reactions 
• To identify target organs for toxicity and parameters to monitor in patients 

receiving these therapies” 
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Some points made … 

• Those who reported animal testing emphasised that they only 
do so to satisfy regulatory requirements, use the minimum 
number of animals, and/or that any testing is overseen by an 
animal ethics committee.  

• The responses mostly came from a senior person in the 
company (CEO, president or a senior manager/scientific 
director). 

• All responses from companies that do animal testing were 
friendly in tone, e.g. Agenix: “… Nevertheless, we support your 
work and wish you well.” 

• Some companies expressed their hope for the development of 
more sustainable, non-animal methods. 
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It’s not black and white … 

One company (Virtus Health ) emphasised that they do 
NOT test on live animals. But they use mouse embryos. No 
mention of the fate of the donor mice. But this company 
also uses “replacement” methods:  
 
“Any materials that we use that do not come with non-
toxicity certificates, we have used the “replacement” 
principle that you mention. With good systems, we can use 
human sperm toxicity testing to get very similar results, 
and as such, have no need to perform testing on mice 
embryos.”  
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Animal testing in the food industry 
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Animal testing in the food industry 

Foods Standards Australia New Zealand 
(FSANZ):  

 
“Food additives are approved only if it can 
be shown no harmful effects are likely to 
result from their use. To assess their safety, 
extensive testing of food additives is 
required, including animal studies.” 
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2. Survey of 30 companies in the industry 
sector Food, Beverage & Tobacco  

• 3 questions: 

• Does your company conduct or commission research 
that involves animals? 

• If so, what is the aim of this research, and what species 
of animals are used? 

• Does your company allocate any funding toward the 
development and validation of research methods that 
seek to replace the use of animals? 

• 9 companies responded. 

• All 9 advised that they do NOT conduct or commission 
animal testing. 
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3. Supermarkets’ animal welfare 
supply chain policies 
 

 

 

 

Aldi Süd: 

“As a responsible company, it is important to us to 
bring together ecology, the social and economic 
developments while preserving the natural sources 
of life.” (my translation) 17 



Animal welfare supply chain policies – Aldi Süd 
(Germany) and selected Australian supermarket 
chains (1 of 3) 
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Animal welfare supply chain policies – Aldi Süd 
(Germany) and selected Australian supermarket 
chains (2 of 3) 
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Animal welfare supply chain policies – Aldi Süd 
(Germany) and selected Australian supermarket 
chains (3 of 3) 
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Supermarkets in Australia 

• Supermarket chains in Australia – including Aldi 
Australia – don’t go beyond compliance with 
industry and regulatory standards, plus a patchy 
collection of additional animal welfare 
requirements. 
 

• Perhaps the strongest aspects of the major 
Australian supermarkets’ animal welfare policies 
relate to egg-laying chickens and marine animals. 
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The business of good animal welfare 

Why does animal welfare matter to business? 
 
 
• Coles can and does exert influence on farmers’ animal 

welfare practices. – “So really, it’s all about what our 
customers tell us they want us to do.”  

• Good animal welfare makes financial sense. 
• Brand reputation – “A single bad practice from a single 

worker for some reason can be devastating for your 
business”. 

• Keeping up with global competitors. 
 
Jackie Healing, General Manager, Coles Brand and Quality, Coles. RSPCA Animal 
Welfare Seminar 2015. 
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How can we influence companies? 

• As consumers (but surveys find that 
attitudes/values and behaviour often do not 
match)  

• Writing to companies, asking questions, 
expressing our disappointment with current 
policies 

• Attending companies’ AGMs and asking 
questions, but one needs to be a shareholder to 
do this 

• Writing letters to the editor 
• Writing opinion pieces 
• Writing to superannuation funds 
• …  
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Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

https://ozsheba.wordpress.com/ 

 

ozsheba@westnet.com.au 
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